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Overview

www.tu.org

• Importance of Aquifers—Large and Small

• Trout Unlimited’s Support for Aquifer Recharge

• The Challenges of Aquifer Recharge
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T

The importance of aquifers and their discharge to 

surface waters is not lost on Trout Unlimited.
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Fort Hall Bottoms





Billingsley Creek winding through agricultural land—Hagerman Valley Chamber





Capturing 
The Spring 
Flood: 
Every mile of flood-
plain restoration 
and reconnection = 

1 a-f/day increase 
in base flows late 
summer

“Soaking the Sponge” on Ninemile Creek, 
tributary to Clark Fork River, Montana 





Trout Unlimited, And Many Conservation Partners, 
Support Thoughtful Aquifer Recharge
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Recharge in Idaho

• ESPA CAMP
• Draft TV CAMP
• Wood River Water Collaborative
• Restoration Programs
• Teton River
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ESPA CAMP
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Draft TV CAMP
• Importance of incidental recharge and current distribution system.
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Wood River Water 
Collaborative



Teton Water Users Association
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May 18, 2015



June 12, 2019



Increased Climate Variability

• More fall/winter rain, less snow
• Large rain events
• Earlier spring run-off
• Higher summer temperatures, higher 

evapotranspiration
• Lower summer stream flows
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RECHARGE:

• Replaces lost snowpack storage
• Stores cool, clean water
• Less evaporation
• Provides base flows for irrigators and fish
• Not subject to flood rule curves
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Challenges:

• Impacts to river flows--de-watering
• Channel-forming flows are important
• Decreased Wetted Flood Plain
• Increased Entrainment of Fish
• Water Quality Impacts
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IWRB Recharge  Applications
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Collaborative Stewardship

• Environmental Resource Technical Working 
Group

• Proactive
• Voluntary Actions
• Good Faith
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